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Jennifer Traxler of Wayne Cycle Shop makes her
journalistic debut with us in her new monthly
feature, MAKING TRAX. In this edition, she
extols the virtues of the venerable Moped. They
get 100 miles to the gallon and you don’t need a
driver’s license. What’s not to like?

from the editor’s desk
Greetings Virginia riders, motorcycle enthusiasts & those who are
just curious! We’ve got so many incredible things to tell you about
this month! First off, we’d like to thank YOU, the readers, for being
here with us online at our site, through email & in print. Whether
you’re a new reader or you’ve been with us from the very start,
we want you to know how much we appreciate your support - we
couldn’t do this without you! We want to bring you the topics that
impact your life as a Virginia motorcyclist, on & off the road. We are
always open to suggestions for new features & items that you’d like
to see. This is magazine is for YOU so drop us a line & let us know
what you’d like to see!
This month we cover some “good for you” info to help you get a
good night’s sleep before you ride with a healthy bedtime snack.
You may laugh or even snarl at them but “Mopeds” are making
headlines in our new feature “Making Trax” brought to you by our
friend Jennifer Traxler. -Going on a road trip on your bike & not
sure how you’re going to carry everything?...well we’ve got you
covered with info from the AMA to help you pack your bike. -The
Motorcycle Law Group brings us some excellent info to know about
motorcycle lighting & also about motorcycles as salvage vehicles.
-And, Marc & Rose take you on another exciting adventure in
search of great places to ride!
You’ll always find the very best rider-friendly businesses in the
state throughout our pages. Sometimes it’s hard to know who you
can count on & trust for great quality products & services. Our
rider-friendly businesses are ones that we not only support but also
highly recommend to our readers & to everyone. The cool thing
is that these businesses also support US! When you see an ad
in our magazine, you’ll know that particular business’s advertising
dollars is bringing you the issue of Virginia Rider that you’re reading.
They’re here not only supporting US but they’re here to support
YOU too!
Speaking of rider-friendly, in addition to the incredible businesses
that are here with us every month who we greatly appreciate, we’d
like to give a Big shout out to some amazing folks joining us this
month!...Appalachian Back Roads who will be bringing us the most
incredible motorcycle roads in the state, Manassas Honda Kawasaki Suzuki, Pete’s Custom Cycles, Precision Motorcycle, Ridge
Rider Cabins & Tim’s at Lake Anna!... We’re so happy to have you
with us - Welcome Aboard everyone!!!
We try hard to keep our events up to date but just to be sure that
you have the latest info, check our facebook & our website virginiarider.com as we post events as soon as we can when they come in.
If you have an event coming up & it’s not listed in our calendar, be
sure to email it to us at virginiaridermagazine@yahoo.com .
We hope you enjoy this issue of Virginia Rider as we wrap up our
final month of summer & get into some of the best riding weather
of the season coming up! Thanks so much for being here with us.
Keep those pictures coming for SHOTZ & please stay in touch on
our facebook page too! Here’s wishing you safe travels on the road
wherever you may roam.
Have a fantastic month ahead – we’ll see you again in September!
Stay amazing,

Kelly

24 HOUR TOWING

Live if you want to live, That’s what we got to
give! That’s a lyric from the “other” Bob Marley,
but it seems to be what this BOB MARLEY is all
about. He has at least 1500 miles under his belt
so far. Hmm...wonder what kind of dreads that
fur of his would make? Very Rasta, mon!
RIDING SEASON, is going quickly! Keep up with
every rally, show and ride happening. We’ll list
the latest here and on the website to keep your
wheels turning. Be sure to send us your events.
If you’ve got an older bike that you love and
never want to part with, you’ll want to read
Matt Danielson’s article about how current
insurance law defines a salvage bike. See
TOM MCGRATH’S MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP
In this month’s GREAT PLACES TO RIDE, Marc and
Rose get more tech than they bargained for, have
a run in with Captain Manslaughter (isn’t he one
of the Avengers?) and end up dining at Tim’s at
Lake Anna Restaurant and Crabhouse. Brilliant!

SHOTZ

In SHOTZ, our monthly pictorial, we’ll feature
your pics of rides, bikes, friends and anything
else relating to bikes that you’d like to share with
us. Send ‘em in!

The LIGHTHOUSE brings us some insight into
leaning on the wisdom of God instead of our
own limited ability to grasp solutions to our
problems. Kathryn Hamman outlines it for us.

727-248-8004
129 SOUTHGATE AVE.
VIRGINIA BEACH, VA 23462

FULL SERVICE SHOP

We’ve all got stuff - probably too much - and of
course, we need to find a way to bring some of it
with us on our bikes. The AMA’s got seven ways
to have your stuff and take it too.
Kelly Collins - Owner/Editor
Virginia Rider Magazine
1385 Fordham Dr., Ste 105-270, Virginia Beach, VA 23464
(757) 822-4700 virginiaridermagazine@yahoo.com
@virginiaridermagazine - on Instagram & Facebook
www.virginiarider.com

ON OUR COVER:
The Pink Ride is gearing up for their big charity
motorcycle ride on Sunday, September 29th,
featuring one of their favorite bands, KRUNCH.
Don’t miss it!

Layout & Design
Gene Darnall
genedarnall@gmail.com
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VIRGINIA STATE INSPECTION STATION

CERTIFIED DYNO TUNING | ALL MAKES, ALL TUNERS
www.precisionmotorcycle.com

EVENTS

EVENTS

BIKE DAYS & NIGHTS
CHARLOTTESVILLE:
First Tuesday of every month-May through September, 7pm to 9pm, 3912 Lenox Avenue · Charlottesville, VA Mission BBQ, BJ’s
Restaurant & Brewhouse, Qdoba Mexican Eats, Uncle Maddio’s Pizza. This is a monthly meet up and will be held on the first Tuesday of
each month. We hope to see you there to meet other riders and share some good times and find new friends and rides to go on. If you have
any questions, please email thomasedolan@gmail.com

Aug 17th God Bless the Children Run 2019 – Staunton
Sponsored by Staunton Moose Riders #1635. Ride to Moorefield, WV. After run activities: Food * Pool * Raffles * Entertainment *
Dance * 50/50 * Cornhole * Bike Show with Prizes * Good People & Good Times! $10 donation per bike for each ride. Registration
is at 8:30am. Wheels roll at 9am from Staunton Moose parking lot at 139 Cedar Green Rd, Staunton, VA 24401. All proceeds go to
Moose Heart Children’s Fund. Summer of Fun Runs - Every 3rd Saturday through the summer.

VIRGINIA BEACH:
Every Sunday, until Sep 1. Cycle Sundays. 1615 General Booth Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. Live Music at 3 p.m. / Happy Hour
1 p.m. - 6 p.m. / Free no hassle parking for everyone. $1.50 hot dog, 70 cent wings, $1.00 off burgers. Free swag giveaway from
Southside Harley-Davidson
Every Thursday. Big Woody’s VB/Southside Harley Bike Night. 1615 General Booth Blvd, Virginia Beach, VA 23454. 7pm to 11pm.

Aug 24 Hotrods/Harleys Open House & Yorktown Cars & Coffee - Yorktown
Our next Cars and Coffee will be Saturday august 24th, 2019. As always, this event is open to all people, rides, pets, and whatever.....
errr body just come. Cars and Coffee start at 9 am, and HRHD will have a bikini bike wash, and on site BBQ starting at 11. There will
be a band as well . Come on out and show off your ride, get some coffee ,food, and stay around to hear some live music. Hampton
Roads Harley-Davidson, 6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy, Yorktown, VA hamptonroadshd.com

Aug 10 Sturgis Open House & Barks for Bella Biker Games at Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson - Yorktown
9am to 5pm. Come out to show support to Barks For Bella. There will be vendors, motorcycle games. Hot dog on a string. Egg (ball)
toss, Ball on cone, Slow ride, Bikini Bike wash (tips welcome), Claude n sayer will be playing from 1-4. We will also have “ItsAlways5”
Radio there too. Prices for games will be posted soon. 50/50 raffle. Door prizes And vendors. Scentsy 31 . Barks for Bella is a non
profit organization that raises funds for Autism service dogs. The employees are all volunteer and make no money. All of the proceeds
go to help Autism children get service dogs. www.barksforbella.orgHampton Roads Harley-Davidson, 6450 George Washington
Memorial Hwy, Yorktown, VA 757-872-7223. hamptonroadshd.com

Aug 24 Bike Show / Bikini Contest & Livewire Event – Virginia Beach, VA
Bring a friend and come join us for a great day of fun. Tons of bikes competing for trophies multiple categories at our annual End
of Summer Bike Show. Bring your bike to get washed by our bikini show contestants and see which one of these ladies will take
this year’s title home. Southside Harley-Davidson, Virginia Beach, VA, 385 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach, VA., 757-499-8964.
southside-hd.com

Aug 10 American Red Cross Mobile Blood Drive at Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson - Yorktown
10am to 3pm. Along with our “Barks for Bella bike games” event, the American Redcross will be out with the bloodmobile taking
donations to help fill in the gaps of the #missingtypes. Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson, 6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy,
Yorktown, VA hamptonroadshd.com
Aug 10 Beard & Mustache Contest - Virginia Beach
Think yours are the biggest, baddest, or best whiskers around? Time to prove it. Vintage Barber will be on site at Southside HarleyDavidson 10am to 2pm to judge our first Beard & Mustache Contest, with four different categories to choose from. Each category
winner will receive prizes from both Southside H-D and the Vintage Barber. Stop by Southside Harley-Davidson in Virginia Beach, the
Vintage Barber in Greenbrier, or the Vintage Barber in WB/Churchland and pick up your entry form today. Contestants must register by
noon, judging starts immediately after. Winners will be announced by 2pm. 385 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach, VA., 757-499-8964.
southside-hd.com

Sep 8 3rd Annual Red Knights 9/11 Ride - Prince George
Join the Red Knights Chapt 8 for 80+ scenic miles while remembering those we lost on 9/11. Registration starts at 7:30am at Prince
George Fire Department - Company 1, 6500 Courthouse Road, Prince George, VA 23875. Blessing of the Bikes & safety brief prior
to. Kickstands up at 9:11am. Ends at Namozine VFD. Registration before the event is encouraged at www.RedKnightsVA8.com.
Driver is $20. Passenger is $10 prior to 9/1/19. After or on-site, $25 for Driver & $15 for Passenger. Part of the proceeds will be going
to help those in our community. See our website for more information & to register.
Sep 14 6th Annual “Remember the Fallen Ride” - Norfolk/Virginia Beach
Registration starts at 0900, Sunrise Cycles, 1559 E. Little Creek Road, Norfolk. $10 per bike. $5 passenger. 50/50. First bike out at
1000. After Party starts at 1300, AJ Gators, 401 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach Raffle prizes. Best & Worst hand. Music by the
Beach Blaster. All proceeds will go to charities of Blue Knights Virginia V. BlueLineEventVA@yahoo.com. Event coordinator Dan
Mitchell, 757-288-5922. Rain date 9-21-19.

Aug 16 HRHD Bike Night - Yorktown
5pm to 9pm. HRHD Bike Night is back with Live Music from NRVS System, and some badass street tacos from Frank’s Monster
Munchies . We will have vendors, Cold Beers, raffles, and more. Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson, 6450 George Washington Memorial
Hwy, Yorktown, VA hamptonroadshd.com

Sept 21 2nd Annual Elevate Church BIKE-A-THON – Windsor, VA
Sept 21 - 10am to 2pm, 150+ Miles. Depart & Return location 23486 Deer Path Trail, Windsor, VA. There will be a “Meet & Greet”
about the ride on July 27th at 3pm at Elevate Church Bldg. This ride benefits Hope Project, Brazilian Missions & the Youth Challenge.
For more information contact Mike & Paula Apperson, 757-376-2453 or 757-636-1291. *See flyer in this issue to use QR Code to
sign up!

Aug 17 Infotainment & BOOM! Audio Workshop – Virginia Beach
11am to 3pm. Explore the innovative Infotainment system that blows away most luxury cars. Pure sound. Big, full-color touch screens.
Learn the ins and outs of both the previous and newest Infotainment Systems and H-D Boom Audio. Ross Sanchez of the Southside
Harley-Davidson Service Department will be hosting both Beginner (11AM) and Advanced (2PM) Workshops. Attendees will receive
500 reward points in their account, and a 20% discount on all Boom! Audio devices immediately after the event. RSVP today, as both
times with fill up very quickly. Reward points can be used to make purchases in our Parts, Motorclothes, Southside Harley-Davidson,
Virginia Beach 385 N. Witchduck Rd., Virginia Beach, VA., 757-499-8964. southside-hd.com

Sept 29th 11th Annual The Pink Ride - Chesapeake/Virginia Beach VA
Supporting Local Individuals Fighting Breast Cancer! Hampton Roads Largest Charity Motorcycle Ride! Registration Begins at 9am at
Big Woody’s Great Bridge. Kickstands up at 11:30 to ride to AJ Gator’s – Witchduck. Tickets: $20 Rider, $10 Passenger. $20 Walkups and Non-Riders. Admission Includes: Hamburgers, Hotdogs, & Pig Pickin”. Live Auctions, Silents Auctions, & Raffles. 100% of
NET Proceeds Go to Support Local Breast Cancer Patients & Causes. For more info. Vendor & Sponsorship Opportunities contact:
Buddy Cummings (757) 339-3156. or Email us at info@thepinkride.org

Aug 16 & 17 7th Annual Battlefield Bash & Music Festival – Lanexa, VA
Dedicated to helping the Veterans of Central Virginia. Presented by CVMA 27-3. Location: Ed Allen’s Campground, 13501
Campground Rd., Lanexa, VA 23089. This is an awesome family-oriented event. Come out to enjoy all the FUN! Camping, Live Music,
**$1000 POKER RUN (best hand) & $250 (worst hand) through historical battlefields, People’s Choice Bike Show, Door Prizes, Raffles,
Cold Beverage Truck, Food Truck, Gear Vendors, Jewelry Vendors and more! Feel free to Pre-Register at https://www.combatvet27-3.
org/pre-registration. We look forward to seeing you there!
To have your event listed in our event calendar here & online, send us an email with your event
& your flyer if you have one. Events received by the 15th will be in the next month’s magazine.

Oct 6 VCOM Legislative Roundtable - Richmond, VA
Venue to be announced soon.
Oct 12 IV King’s Hwy Ride – Harrisonburg, VA
One day, one ride, one reason. Saturday Oct 12. Registration 10am. Kickstands up 11am. $20 per rider. $5 per passenger. Door
prizes * 50/50 * Lunch after ride. Hot Dogs, Drinks & Tropical Smoothie Café on-site. Bikers with a Mission s hosting a ride and
community event for our Community Place @ 17 East Johnson Street, Harrisonburg, VA 22802. Start and End ride at Our Community
Place. More info: 540-421-7911 or ourcommunityplace.org.

VA

ROAD RULES
It’s amazing how many Motorcycle Laws are in effect here in
Virginia that most motorcyclists have no idea that they even exist.
You may be incredibly surprised as we bring you the full details
each month, on Virginia’s Motorcycle Laws. Many “Thanks” go out
to the Motorcycle Law Group for providing us with this invaluable
information for Virginia riders.
Did you know . . . .
Virginia motorcyclists may now use non-approved lighting to make
themselves more visible at night. Motorcycles may be equipped
with standard bulb running lights or LED pods or strips as auxiliary
lighting. Such lighting must be either red or amber in color, directed
toward the ground so that no part of the beam strikes the ground
at a distance of more than 10 feet from the bike, and be designed
for vehicular use. Such lighting may not be blinking, flashing, oscillating, rotating, or attached to the wheels of the motorcycle.
Virginia Code § 46.2-1012.”
If you have questions or comments concerning any of the laws affecting Virginia motorcyclists, contact Matt Danielson at McGrath,
Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller, The Motorcycle Law Group. 1-800-3218968 matt@motorcyclelawgroup.com Motorcyclelawgroup.com.
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You. Your motorcycle. The open road. It’s all you’ll ever need, right? Well, clean underwear for tomorrow might be nice.

And a few shirts, and a toothbrush, and maybe a camera. Plus a cellphone, a book to read and a sweater to wear to dinner. You know,
come to think of it, another pair of pants and some shoes to replace your motorcycle boots would come in handy. So would a rainsuit, just
in case. Pretty soon, it starts to add up. The fact is, whether you’re headed out on a two-week trip or just picking up a box of cereal and a
loaf of bread after work, there are times when you really need to carry stuff on your bike. And it’s instantly obvious when you look at most
motorcycles that they weren’t designed to haul large quantities of anything. Fortunately, you aren’t the first person to discover this. Lots
of riders have faced the dilemma of getting something from here to there over the past century or so. And they’ve come up with plenty
of innovative ideas—some of which are likely to be right for your bike. Here, you’ll find a rundown of the major categories of motorcycle
luggage, from cramming stuff into your jacket to high-end hard bags. We list the pros and cons of each, give you tips on what to look for
when buying and show you examples of some of the more interesting products in each category.

A GUIDE TO CARRYING STUFF ON YOUR MOTORCYCLE
Backpacks

Sometimes you’re not riding coast-to-coast. Sometimes, you’re just headed to the
office, or out on a day-trip. All you really need at times like those is a way to carry some
files and computer disks, or a rainsuit and some water and snacks for a midday break.

Rear-seat Bags

If you’re traveling alone, one of the most logical places to carry clothing or gear
is on the passenger seat. And a number of companies offer rear-seat haulers that
make the process convenient.

Tank Bags

Tankbags are religion. Those who’ve been converted will tell you they do
everything from making sure you don’t get lost to curing baldness.

WIN A FREE BIKE
OUR 2019 BIKE GIVEAWAY IS NOW OPEN!
THE WINNER WILL RECEIVE A 2019 DUCATI SCRAMBLER

You can register now for the 2019 Bike Giveaway by
completing the form on our website at:

https://motorcyclelawgroup.com/free-bike/
The drawing will be held November 1, 2019.

Soft Saddlebags

When most people think of adding luggage to a motorcycle, they think of soft
saddlebags. These versatile carriers have been around since before Pony Express
riders were hauling mail in the Old West.

All-In-One Bags

Own a cruiser? Want to turn it into a touring bike? Then you probably already
know about one type of all-in-one luggage known as back-rest bags.

Hard Saddlebags

Hard bags provide a lot of protection that soft bags can’t. They’re a great choice but
pricier than soft bags.

Integrated Luggage

None of the above is quite good enough for you? There’s still one more choice—
let the motorcycle manufacturer incorporate carrying capacity into your bike.

• Must be a licensed driver over the age of 18.
• Need not be present to win.
• Registrations must be received by October 15, 2019.
• Drawing will be held November 1, 2019. Winner will be
notified by email and regular mail.
• Winner will be responsible for Income tax, local taxes and insurance.
• Tom McGrath’s Motorcycle Law Group® will pay sales tax and first year’s registration.
• Limit one entry per person.
• Winner must provide necessary documents to title and register the motorcycle. The motorcycle
must be titled to the Winner.
• Winner will be posted as soon as we have contacted them and have their permission.

GREAT PLACES TO RIDE

Water And A Wing

with Marc Ritchie and Rose Grant

questions: you know, the important ones like, “How do I pair my
phone” and “How do you work the radio?” There was just one
more question that I almost forgot to ask before we departed,
“How does it start?”
Everything appeared to be more streamlined and compact, yet
with more functionality than its older siblings. We didn’t have an
iPhone for the Apple CarPlay feature, but pairing an Android was
simple and even worked once Jennifer showed me the “Source”
button under the toggle on the left hand control. There was
so much information displayed. I took a few moments to let it
all soak in. Zing had set the suspension preload for two up and
showed us the electronic throttle’s four ride modes: Tour, Sport,
Econ, and Rain, that adjusts suspension damping as well. I made
a firm mental note (whatever that is at my age) of two areas: the
gear indicator and fuel gauge.

W

ith warmer temps finally arriving this summer, Rose and
I were officially in “demesh mode.” The seemingly endless cycles of zipping in and removing liners was now behind us,
and the sacred closet would remain largely intact, with all of our
heavier gear. Regardless if it was going to be Smashing Pumpkins
or Pearl Jam weather (high in the 90s), it was quite time enough
we started featuring destinations with water.
The day was going to be special and we could sense it. Even
though some idiot thought the stainless steel cream dispenser
contained maple syrup for his once perfect pancakes earlier at
Kathy’s, things began to take shape in amazing form, as soon as
we arrived at Wayne Cycle Shop for the day’s ride.
Jennifer and Adam had a very wonderful surprise for us. They
were putting Rose and I on a brand new Gold Wing Tour in beautiful Pearl Hawkseye Blue! We hadn’t ridden the new version yet,
so we were extremely excited, and brimming with anticipation.
Zing gave us a comprehensive overview and answered all of my

My first impression was, “Boy, this thing is light!” In addition to
being nearly 90 pounds lighter than its predecessor, the new fork
design and shorter engine, places the rider closer to the front
wheel, making this machine feel more nimble than anything I’ve
ever ridden shy of sport bikes. It all scores big points for braking too, as Rose and I experienced when Captain Manslaughter
pulled out in front of us on 340 at highway speeds. As if nearly
everyone in the motorcycling community wasn’t already more
on edge to some degree by the senseless tragedy earlier in New
Hampshire, one more jackass was making sure we stayed that
way. Like its prior generation, the brakes are linked with ABS, and
extremely effective with very little effort. And they will have any
passenger firmly against your back, without any notable loss of
handling, in a threshold stop situation. The bike also boasts a
very, very loud horn.
Setting the cruise heading up Swift Run Gap, the new 1833cc
engine was humming along at a modest 2000 RPM without any
indication of lugging on the climb. Switching to “Sport” mode

once we got into the turns resulted in a
more aggressive throttle response, and
something we’d never really noticed on
a Gold Wing before: a little bark from the
exhaust, especially on decel; which also
did a nice job slowing us down. Trail braking on the leeward descent and effortlessly rolling in and out of turns created an ear
to ear grin, until we caught up to one of
the most feared and loathed vehicles in all
of motorcycledom: the dreaded minivan.
It wasn’t all bad. We were near the bottom of the hill which gave us a chance to
catch our breath. And it was only a few
miles before our Google guide with newly
programmed British accent, instructed us
to turn, bailing on our Bogart friend.
My intent was to get a pic of the GL with
a water backdrop. I thought Lake Anna
would do the trick. Besides, we hadn’t
been to Tim’s before. We were on some
very nice back roads with highway speed
limits, no paint, and pickup trucks doing a
fine job of running blocker. There wasn’t
much to look at, but they were sure fun to
ride with this amazing machine.

the side of the road that did the trick, and we went about our way. For those interested
in staying a while, there’s a beach and cabins for overnight lodging. You can check out
www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/lake-anna for more info.
Tim’s at Lake Anna Restaurant & Crabhouse was a short 15 minute ride from the park.
There was outdoor seating, but Rose and I enjoyed some much welcomed air conditioning in their massive dining room with a nice view of the water. My blackened rockfish
sandwich was very tasty as was Rose’s crab salad. I thought to myself, “A place this big,
could host a bike event.” And sure enough, on their website, they’re hosting a Motorcycle Poker Run and Bike Show on September 21st. They even had a Motorcycle Grand
Tour of Virginia flyer posted. That’s our kind of place! And who are we kidding? With
three other locations as happening as this one, most of you already know how great
these places are. Here’s a link for more events and info: www.timslakeanna.com.

In all my travels to the Lake, I’d never been
to the state park before. And the only
pics I ever took of a bike with the lake,
was stopped on one of the bridges years
ago, just begging to get punted into the
water by someone not expecting a group
of bikes where they shouldn’t be. The
friendly guard at the gate kindly waived
the seven dollar parking fee once we told We quickly bailed off the highway heading back. One: it was a highway. Two: we were
her we were just there for a picture. We low on fuel. I’m blaming “Sport” mode. We didn’t want to go back. I joked with Rose at
found a strategic spot in some shade on the overlook on Afton Mountain before we returned, “I wonder if they’ll miss the bike
in a week?” But seriously, go see Jennifer, or one of the other motorcycle enthusiasts at
Wayne Cycle Shop, and check it out for yourself!

I never imagined as a kid riding dirt bikes, that I’d ever be riding something this futuristic. I know not everyone is a fan of all the tech these bikes have evolved with. And I get
how romantically nostalgic it is to strap everything possible to a naked bike and take off
with a map taped to the gas tank. I’ve been that guy. I guess it just has to do with age. As
I’ve grown older, I’ve come to the realization that it’s the finer things in life that separate
enjoyment from routine. And there comes a time when seasoned riders no longer want
to fool with a shock wrench or manually checking tire pressures if they don’t have to.
Having the capability to stop with Formula 1-like results without wrecking, and locking
up everything with the push of a button, are just some of the things that make riding
more enjoyable. Noticing more and more sand in the bottom of the hour glass each day
than the top, I just want to ride and not waste time tinkering with sh*t. And on a ride
like today’s, two up on everything from highways to mountains, I can’t think of a bike
I’d enjoy more!
Cheers and thanks for reading!!
Marc Ritchie
Photos: Rose Grant
Correspondence: facebook.com/brmtcva

The Lighthouse
“Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.” – Psalm 119:105

exit toward the outside. Or when I think I need to check the
ground instead of keeping my eyes on where I am going in the
corner, chances are I am going to the ground, where my eyes
are leading. Or another example, when I’m riding on gravel or
unstable surfaces, it’s best to let the bike ride its own ride, without manipulating the handlebars and trying to make the bike go
my way. I must trust the bike and the physical laws that control
it, not my own imagination.
Now there is no comparison of course between The Creator
of the Universe and a motorcycle, but there is a connection
between trusting God and trusting your motorcycle. The basic
message is: “Don’t trust your own way, and the result will be
better.”
We try to be in control by planning, coercing others, figuring out
the best way we think it should go. In other words, by leaning on our own understanding. But that method often doesn’t
work out for good. Most of our logical thinking is boxed in by
the limitations of our humanness. We are not able to see the
beginning and the end, but God can. He is omniscient, able to
see the beginning to the end. Why would I not rely on Him
rather than my own way of seeing things?
The verse in Proverbs that I started out with ends this way: In
all your ways, acknowledge God…and He will make your paths
straight. – Proverbs 3:6
Every motorcyclist knows that having a straight path (even in a
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and don’t lean on your own
turn) is a smart way
understanding. – Proverbs 3:5
to ride. Why depend
on my own way of
his verse in the book of Proverbs is one of my favorite Bible
verses. It says to me that when I consider my future, I am not seeing things, when
to depend on the way I see things, or how I reason, but to rely on I know the One who
created the path?
God to lead me.
Unfortunately, trusting in myself is my normal tendency. I almost
Kathryn Hamman
always interpret the world through my own thinking, my own
experience, my own culture, my own knowledge, my own world- is a member of the
view. I tend to filter everything through what I believe to be true. Christian Motorcyclist Association and
But this verse tells me to trust in God instead.
teaches GED classes
The best analogy I can think of is when I first started to learn to
ride a motorcycle. I did this at a fairly advanced age (for motorcy- in a regional jail in
cling) and I had spent several decades filtering the world through Virginia. She rides
a 650 Vulcan S and
my own eyes. In many ways motorcycling defies logic: for example, if I want to turn right, I need to press on the left handlebar. appreciates every
It’s called counter steering and it makes no sense. Yet, it works. It moment God gives
also defies logic that the best way to take a curve is to see it as a her to ride.
straight line: entering from the outside, apex near the inside and

Learning to Lean
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Motorcycle & Sports Car
Travel Routes
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• 14 Vetted Routes
• 1500+ Miles
Visit our website for details, downloadable,
GPX Files and to order the brand new

Photo Courtesy of Cameron Davis

FREE MAP
www.AppalachianBackroads.com

276.762.0011

info@heartofappalachia.com

FaceBook: AppalachianBackroads
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BOB MARLEY
By Leslie Keskinen (stepdaughter to Bill Cunningham) & Bill Cunningham
We adopted Bob Marley in early spring this year from a dog rescue in Flint, MI. Good Karma Pet Rescue (April 9th). He started
riding with my step dad by the middle/end of April. Biker Bob Marley has at least 1500 miles under his belt so far. He went to
The Blessing Of The Bikes in Hell, MI. He has also made some trips to the Jiffy Mix Factory (Chelsea Milling, Chelsea, MI). He
has also started collecting pins for his riding bag from various Harley dealerships in the area. People often pull up alongside us
while we are on the bike and are taking pictures, or giving us a thumbs up sign. When we take him to dealerships or gas stations
people will walk up and ask to take pictures with Bob Marley. If you’d like to see more of Bob Marley, you can find him & follow
him on my step dad’s Instagram @lumberjackbill81 or @biker_bob_marley on Instagram as well.

SHOTZ

Got SHOTZ? Email us at virginiaridermagazine@yahoo.com

GOOD FOR YOU

BEDTIME SNACKS FOR A WINNING RIDE
It’s so important to have a good night’s sleep the night before riding. One of the ways to help you get
good quality sleep is to have a bedtime snack, plus, It’s really hard to sleep anyways if your stomach is
empty. Having a “bedtime snack” can give you a more restful, sound sleep since your hunger will be
satisfied. Here’s some healthier choices for grabbing a little “something” before turning in to help you
catch some great z’s:
Nuts - Besides being filling and incredibly delicious, nuts have tryptophan, that amino acid that sends you
into a food coma after Thanksgiving dinner. Trytophan converts to serotonin and melatonin, the brain’s
natural relaxation chemicals.

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS

Crackers & Peanut Butter - People usually pick carbs if they decide to eat anything before they go to bed,
but the issue with simple carbs is that they can cause a sugar crash and wake you up in the middle of the
night. So go with whole wheat crackers to fill you up & spread on your favorite brand of peanut butter for
the added benefit of protein.

Freedom is the open window through which pours the sunlight
of the human spirit and human dignity - Herbert Hoover

String Cheese - Not only is string cheese absolutely delicious and fun to eat, but it also provides lean
protein, which will leave you calm and less frazzled while keeping your blood sugar on an even keel
throughout the night.
Greek Yogurt - Greek yogurt has long been heralded as a perfect snack, and trust us, it’s perfect for right
before bedtime. Greek yogurt has a lot of calcium and protein, and a small amount of it fills you up. You
can even add some honey or maple syrup to sweeten things up a bit.

NESTLED IN THE HEART OF THE
APPALACHIAN MOUNTAINS
IN SOUTHWESTERN VIRGINIA,
IS THE INFAMOUS RT. 16,

BACK OF THE DRAGON
Its three mountains lead to 32 miles of knee-dragging excitement while boasting
over 400 curves, switchbacks, slaloms, & S’s that are sure to challenge even the
most skilled enthusiast. The ride has numerous elevation changes of up to 3,500
ft. With breathtaking scenic views, approximately 60% of the road is in National
Forest with several pull offs for photo opportunities.

BE A DRAGON MASTER!
Visit us at 592 Main St., Tazewell, VA 24651
Like us on Facebook @backofthedragon
Follow us on Instagram @backofthedragon
Contact us for information:
info@backofthedragon.com
Call us at: (833) 271-1324

Raw Vegetables - You might not find baby carrots, red peppers, and cucumbers all that appealing,
especially right before bed, but drizzle some balsamic vinegar on them and you’ll be singing a different
tune.
Chamomile Tea - Obviously you want to avoid any and all caffeine before bedtime, but some
decaffeinated teas can sooth you and relax your system. Hot liquids send a warmth coursing through you,
which can help you fall asleep.
Milk - If you’re falling asleep on your feet and you don’t have time to get a snack for yourself, at least gulp
down a glass of milk. Calcium is effective in stress reduction and stabilization of nerve fibers, including
those in the brain.
Edamame - It may seem unorthodox, but the natural estrogen-like components in lightly salted edamame
can combat the restlessness that plagues many people in sleep. Eat a bowl while reading before bed, and
enjoy your dreamless sleep.
Cherries - Scientists aren’t entirely sure why, but cherries, particularly tart cherries, can boost the body’s
supply of melatonin, which can help people with insomnia. Having a serving of fresh, frozen or dried
cherries before bedtime can’t hurt.
Bananas - Easy and incredibly effective, bananas naturally relax you and slow your pulse so you can to
concentrate on what humans do best: sleeping.

RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

Welcome to our RIDER-FRIENDLY DIRECTORY

RIDGE RIDER CABINS

3615 Terrys Mill Rd * Meadows of Dan * 24120 * (910) 619-9087 * ridgeridercabins.com
The vision of the owner is to offer comfortable and affordable lodging for motorcyclists traveling through the majestic Blue Ridge Mountains and
surrounding areas. The love of motorcycle exploring, (especially off the beaten path ) coupled with a passion for meeting fellow riders, created the
desire to build a quaint set of four “ low-occupancy” cabins on their property. The cabins are cozy, inviting and built for two. We know all too well that
after a long day of riding, it’s nice to return to comfort. You will have that here with amenities like air conditioning, private bath with endless hot water
showers, mini fridge, coffee pot with coffee and a comfortable queen bed. Charge your phone and your body for the next day’s adventure in the wind.

The following locations are the ONLY places that you can pick up your FREE copy of Virginia Rider Magazine! We’d like to say THANK YOU to these Rider-friendly
businesses for their support of Virginia’s motorcycle communities! Don’t see a location near you? Send us an email & let us know of some great places in your
area that you’d like to pick up your free copy & we’ll try to make that happen!
6 Bears and a Goat Brewery * (540) 356-9056 * 1140 International Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22406 * 6bgbrewingco.com

ALL STAR LODGING * (540) 843-0606 * 803 E Main St * Luray * 22835 * www.allstarlodging.com
We offer almost 70 different Shenandoah Valley Cabin, Cottages and Vacation homes to choose from. Plenty of Country style entertainment, including fishing,
hiking, biking, horseback riding, golf, canoeing, kayaking, tubing, antique shopping, wildlife observation, restaurants, summer swimming and winter skiing.
Escape the hectic city life. Relax and enjoy each other’s company with beautiful views, and the peaceful surroundings that nature has to offer.

Sleepy Fox Moonshine Distillery * (804) 525-0628 * 11670 Lakeridge Parkway Suite 3 * Ashland 23005 * sleepyfoxdistillery.com

SOUTHSIDE HARLEY-DAVIDSON

(276) 762-0011 * 3028 4th Ave * Market Square, PO Box 186 * Saint Paul, Virginia * appalachianbackroads.comCome ride
one of the 14 paved routes in the Appalachian Mountains of Virginia. Each route travels through small towns offering country stores and friendly downtowns.
Scenic drives through mountains, rolling hills and valleys provide plenty of overlooks. Our Appalachian Backroads website offers turn by turn directions, GPS
coordinates and downloadable maps for your tank bag map holders. Many folks are spending the night and riding a different route every morning. You will
find technical routes at Back of the Dragon, Woodbooger, Black Snake, and the Road Runner routes. Go by breweries, wineries and one distillery as you explore
the Heart Breaker, Cork Screw, and Scorpion. Reach our highest climb at 4,500 feet. Enjoy fantastic food on all the trails, and bike friendly events. Whether
you are on 2, 3, or 4 wheels, you will love driving along the curvy mountain roads and enjoying fantastic views. Get your free map and start planning today at
appalachianbackroads.com. 276-762-0011 or info@appalachianbackroads.com

385 N. Witchduck Rd * Virginia Beach * 23462 * (757) 499-8964 * southside-hd.com
Come on into Southside Hartley-Davidson, where dreams meet the pavement. Do you like the classic style and sound of a Harley® Softail cruiser, the
utility and comfort of a touring model like the Street Glide, or are you curious about the all-electric LiveWire®? Regardless of what you are looking for,
we have the right motorcycle for you. Our Harley-Davidson motorcycle service, parts, and Motorclothes staff are here to help you. Stop by and see us,
we’d be happy to give you a tour and help you find the right bike for you.

BACK OF THE DRAGON

The Motorcycle Factory * (703) 583-9600 * 3820 Prince William Co Pkwy * Woodbridge 22192 * motorcyclefactoryinc.com

APPALACHIAN BACK ROADS

Star City Powersports * (540) 366-8500 * 5120 Peters Creek Rd * Roanoke * 24019 * starcitypowersports.com

(833) 271-1324 * 592 Main Street * Tazewell * 24651 * backofthedragon.com
Back of the Dragon is one of the ultimate driving experiences in the United States. This Road is 32 miles of winding excitement that will make you remember
every confrontation along the journey. As an added bonus there is the enjoyment from the beauty that comes from the land of the Appalachian Mountains.
Montgomery County - Blacksburg/Christiansburg Visitor Center * (540) 394-4470 * 755 Roanoke Street * Christiansburg * 24073 * gotomontva.com

THE MOTORCYCLE GRAND TOUR OF VIRGINIA (240) 258-5250 * vamotorcycletour.com
A motorcyclist’s dream tour of the Commonwealth! The ride includes stops at 45 destinations and tourism attractions all across Virginia. The more
places you visit, the more fun you’ll have as you collect points for special prizes. The ride is opened to motorcyclists and passengers. Participants are
not required to be Virginia residents. Participants must obtain an official Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia passport to participate. Discover all Virginia
has to offer motorcyclists. Join the Motorcycle Grand Tour of Virginia and enjoy a season of new journeys along Virginia’s scenic byways and backroads.

Bruster’s Ice Cream * (540) 801-0700 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * brustersicecream.com

THE PINK RIDE

BBQ Exchange * (540) 832-0227 * 102 Martinsburg Ave * Gordonsville * 22942 * bbqex.com

(757) 339-3156 * thepinkride.org * thepinkridevb@gmail.com
Founded in 2009, The Pink Ride, Inc. brings together motorcyclists and others from our community to help local women battling breast cancer.
The Pink Ride is a Virginia Beach based non-profit organization whose goal is to bring awareness to Breast Cancer and raise funds to help local
women enduring the physical, mental, and financial burden of Breast Cancer. The Pink Ride, with the help of our corporate sponsors and
Hampton Roads locals, has raised over $350,000.

Coleman Powersports * (703) 497-1500 * 14105 Telegraph Rd * Woodbridge * 22192 * wherethepoweris.com
Crossroads Tabletop Tavern * (571) 364-8885 * 9412 Main St * Manassas * 20110 * ttoptav.com
Fredericksburg Motorsports * (540) 899-9100 * 430 Kings Hwy * Fredericksburg * 22405 * fmscycles.com

TIDEWATER MOTORCYCLES (757) 255-4200 * 4324 Godwin Blvd * Suffolk * 23434 * tidewatermotorcycles.com
We’re equipped to handle all repairs on any motorcycle, both Foreign and American made. From minor maintenance to major repairs, our team
of Certified Technicians will keep your motorcycle, off-road, or ATV Operational and Safe! If you’re looking for an oil change, tune-up, tires, or a
complete engine rebuild you can trust Tidewater Motorcycles to get the job done! If you do your own maintenance, we can get both the OEM and
aftermarket parts you need & also offer a complete line of accessories to customize your ride. We offer the riding gear & safety equipment you
need to ensure that you have a comfortable and safe ride in any season.

Fredericksburg Visitor Center * (540) 371-0802 * 1013 Lafayette Blvd * Fredericksburg * 22401
* cityseeker.com/fredericksburg-va/954599-fredericksburg-battlefield-visitor-center
Griffin Tavern * (540) 675-3227 * 659 Zachary Taylor Hwy * Flint Hill * 22627 * griffintavern.com

HAMPTON ROADS HARLEY-DAVIDSON

6450 George Washington Memorial Hwy * Yorktown * 23692 * (757) 872-7223 * hrhd.com
Stop on by Hampton Roads Harley-Davidson® in Yorktown, Virginia and get yourself on your dream ride and be ready to cruise in style! Whether it’s a
Harley-Davidson Dyna®, Sportster®, V-Rod®, Softail®, Touring, custom or even a Trike, we can help make your H-D® dream come true. We also have a great
variety of Used Motorcycles For Sale as well. Our H-D® Service Department and Harley Parts Department are here to serve you. We service all makes and
models of motorcycles. Stop by, we’d love to see you!

TIM’S LAKE ANNA * (540) 894-5011 * 200 G Boardwalk Way * Mineral * 23117 * timslakeanna.com
Tim’s at Lake Anna is the latest expansion of the Tim’s Rivershore brand of family oriented waterfront restaurants. This new location
features indoor and outdoor waterside dining, dock access for boaters, catering and event venue services, live entertainment and
exquisite food and drink options.

Indian Motorcycle of Fredericksburg * (540) 642-4017 * 10151 Southpoint Pkwy * Fredericksburg * 22407

Timbrook Honda of Winchester * (540) 678-4727 * 2098 Berryville Pike * Winchester 22603 * timbrookhondaofwinchester.com

Lefties Main Street Grill * (540) 552-7000 * 1410 S Main St * Blacksburg * 24060 * leftysgrille.com

TOM MCGRATH’S MOTORCYCLE LAW GROUP
Richmond, VA: 2606-2608 W Cary St * Richmond * 23220 * (804) 355-7505 * (800)-321-2968/ Newport News, VA: 763 J. Clyde Morris Blvd,
Suite 1D, Newport News, VA 23601 * (757) 595-7505/ Cayce SC: 532 Knox Abbott Drive, Suite 7 * Cayce, SC 29033 * 803-926-7508
Protecting Motorcyclists and their rights for over 30 years. With offices in Richmond, VA, Newport News, VA and Cayce, SC. The Motorcycle Law
Group is The Firm that Rides®. We are an experienced legal and technical team handling personal injury claims due to motorcycle accidents.
We can help you receive the justice that you deserve. Our attorneys have been standing up for the rights of motorcyclists for years, in and out
of the courtroom, that’s because they all have a passion for motorcycling and motorcyclists. When you are injured and choose Tom McGrath’s
Motorcycle Law Group, you not only choose an experienced team of lawyers who care about your case, you choose a dedicated team of
motorcyclists who care about you.

LYNCHBURG HARLEY-DAVIDSON

(434) 237-2381 * 20452 Timberlake Rd * Lynchburg * 24502 * hdoflynchburg.com
At Harley-Davidson of Lynchburg we come to work every day to help you fulfill your dream of personal freedom. Our motto is “It’s time to ride”. Come
see why Harley-Davidson awarded us the Prestigious Silver Bar & Shield Award...Again. Our service is the difference. We appreciate your business.

MANASSAS KAWASAKI HONDA SUZUKI *9105 Mathis Ave * Manassas * 20110 * (703) 361-2233 * manassashonda.com
Some Cornerstones on which we are built: We will love people and use things rather than love things and use people. We will abide by the scripture, “Honest
scales and balances are from the Lord; all the weights in the bag are of his making.” Proverbs 16:1. Manassas Honda Kawasaki Suzuki has been
an authorized sales and service center for motorcycles, ATVs, and power equipment from Honda, Kawasaki, and Suzuki. We are a proud familyowned and operated business since 1982. We can provide you with the latest and best in powersports products to make your outdoor living more
enjoyable. From the most recent in ATV technology to the hottest new motorcycles, we can help you find the recreational vehicle that’s made
for you. Combine this wide array of selections with our friendly and knowledgeable staff, and we’re convinced that we’ll become your only stop for all of your
powersports needs. Stop by today or contact us for more information!

Valley Motorsports * (540) 433-0232 * 195 E Mosby Rd * Harrisonburg * 22801-2620 * valleykawasaki-suzukiinc.com
Village Motorsports * (540) 854-8800 * 23436 Constitution Hwy * Unionville * 22567 * villagemotorsportsva.com

Martinsville – Henry Co Visitor’s Center * (888) 722-3498 * 191 Fayette St * Martinsville * 24112
Nelson County Visitor’s Center *(434) 263-7015 * 8519 Thomas Nelson Hwy * Lovingston * 22949 * nelsoncounty-va.gov/departments/tourism/
Oneill’s Grill * (540) 574-4267 * 221 University Blvd * Harrisonburg * 22801 * oneillsgrill.com

PETE’S CUSTOM CYCLES 2519 S Military Hwy #A * Chesapeake * 23320 * (757) 696-8300 * xtreme-biker.com
Aftermarket parts & sales, Customizing Bikes, Repairs & Maintenance, Auction- Licensed Dealer. Founding Date 09/27/2016. Products:
Aftermarket Parts for Harley Davidson, Victory, and Indian motorcycles.
PRECISION MOTORCYCLES 129 Southgate Ave * Virginia Beach * 23462 * (757) 248-8004 * precisionmotorcycle.com
We think you want to know the person who is working on your bike. Our goal is to meet your wants and needs. We love this sport just as much as
you. Motorcycle Parts & Service - All Brands! All Sports! est. 2005

& Auto LLC

WAYNE CYCLE SHOP
540-943-1111 *183 East Side Hwy * Waynesboro, VA 22980 * www.waynecycle.com
Welcome to Wayne Cycle Shop, where the variety of powersports products is second to none. We are family-owned & operated, and
conveniently located in Waynesboro, VA. Wayne Cycle Shop can provide you with the latest and best in Honda, Kawasaki, Suzuki and Yamaha
powersports products to make your outdoor living more enjoyable. Plus, now we have more than ever to choose from- we’ve added the exciting
lineup of Husqvarna products! From the most recent in ATV/UTV technology to the hottest new sport bikes and dirt bikes, we can help you
find the recreational vehicle that’s made for you. Combine this wide array of selections with our friendly and knowledgeable staff, and we’re
convinced Wayne Cycle Shop will become your only stop for all of your powersports needs. Call or stop by; you’ll be glad you did.
Wild Wolf Brewing * (434) 361-0088 * 2461 Rockfish Valley Hwy * Nellysford * 22958 * wildwolfbeer.com
Winchester Brew Works * (540) 692-9242 * 320 N Cameron St * Winchester 22601 * winchesterbrewworks.com
Winchester’s Visitor’s Center * (540) 542-1326 * 1400 S Pleasant Valley Rd * Winchester * 22601 * visitwinchesterva.com

RIDGE
RIDER
CABINS

M A K ING T RA X

With Jennifer Traxler

Yeah, I know. We don’t wave

at them because they aren’t “bikers”
but they are taking the same risk as
we do on two wheels. They may be
taking more of a risk since they can
legally only go 35 miles per hour. Many
of the riders are students, commuters, people who choose not to have
a driver’s license or who have lost
their driver’s license for one reason or
another, or folks who just want a fun
little street legal vehicle to bop around
to car or horse shows or around the
lake or campground. I’m talking about
mopeds!
Mopeds are classified as a scooter of
50cc or less. As a moped rider you only
need a government issued photo ID,
not a driver’s license, and be at least
16 years old. For many years, mopeds
didn’t require registration. Now, they
are required to have a hard tag and
registration. The state even has special
moped tags! Insurance is not legally
required, but insuring them is usually
very inexpensive so I always encour-

UVA freshman football player Sam Galletta
photo by Mike Thompson

age my customers to insure them if
possible. Mopeds are not required to
get an annual safety inspection, so
you should probably ask your service
department to check all the lights, horn
and brakes when you bring it in for its
regular maintenance.
Mopeds originally had pedals which
made them literally bicycles with motors, and were illegal in many states.
The first Honda to arrive in America
was, by today’s standards, a moped,
the Super Cub, when the American
Honda Motor Company was founded in
1959! Mopeds didn’t sell well initially,
but really caught on in America in the
late 70s during the national energy
crisis when people needed an inexpensive way to get around. They were so
popular, even Montgomery Ward and
Sears, Roebuck & Co sold mopeds! Virginia was one of the first states to legalize the use of mopeds on public roads.
Wayne Cycle, along with many other
dealers within the Virginia Motorcycle
Dealer Association, helped develop a
bill within the legislature that allowed
scooters 50cc or less to be classified as a moped, and did not require
pedals. Throughout the years, limits
on horsepower and speed limits have
changed for a scooter to be classified
as a moped (therefore, not requiring a
driver’s license, state inspection or insurance) but currently there is no limit
on horsepower as long as the engine
size remains 50cc or less.
Roughly 40% of our moped sales are
to college students, but they are also
extremely popular with retirees and
RV camping enthusiasts! Most mopeds
have a curb weight of approximately
200 pounds. They are lightweight and
so easy to ride and maneuver! Our very

2019 Honda Metropolitan and Ruckus models. Photo by Jennifer Traxler

own Greg Hensley (son of our founder,
Wayne) rides a Yamaha Stratoliner
(1900cc!), but still brings his two
mopeds to the beach every summer!
Heck, mopeds get over 100mpg! Why
not bring them on vacation or have
one to commute!
There are many manufacturers of
mopeds; Italian, Japanese, Korean,
Chinese and even American. Some
with excellent reputations, with ease

of service and parts purchase, and some that have
only mail order parts with nothing for service support.
Honda mopeds is the biggest selling brand worldwide.
New mopeds come with a one year limited manufacturer’s warranty, which can be extended to five years.
Honda dealerships are aplenty so there is always a
place to bring your moped for parts and service!
We all make mistakes. Some make the dangerous
choice to drink and drive and are caught and prosecuted. How can they still get to work or school or
even to the grocery store without a driver’s license?
A moped is certainly an option for those with limitations, as long as they are in full compliance with all
requirements imposed by DMV and the court. It gives
them a source of transportation while they earn back
their driver’s license privileges.
DOT approved helmets are still required for both rider
and passenger of mopeds. Eye protection is only
mandatory for the rider if the moped does not have
a windshield. With so many stylish and safe helmets
out there, there is certainly something perfect for
everybody!
In closing, I’d like you to reconsider moped ownership
and their owners. Mopeds are versatile and useful
and their owners are regular folks like you and me!
Many of them may graduate to motorcycle ownership
and many already own motorcycles! Mopeds have
certainly earned their place in the motorsports industry and we certainly love them at Wayne Cycle Shop!!
Jennifer is an avid Virginia rider and Sales Consultant
at Wayne Cycle Shop in Waynesboro, VA

erwise fine. However, because her bike is only worth a couple
of grand, the cost to repair the bike exceeds the threshold to
declare it a total loss. Under current law, Mandy can simply accept the value of the motorcycle from the insurance company,
less the salvage value, and keep the bike. She can then make
the necessary repairs, if any, to get her trusty scoot back on the
July 24, 2019
road. Under the proposed change in the law she could not.
The Chairmen of the Senate and House Transportation Com- The motorcycle would have to carry a salvage title, which can
mittees requested that a committee be formed over the sum- affect the ability to insure the vehicle, and the ability to put that
mer to look at the proposed change to Virginia law as it pertains bike back on the road.
to the definition of a salvage vehicle. For those of you who
followed last year’s session, you will recall that there were two While it appears that the tide has turned strongly against makidentical bills, Senate Bill 1364 and House Bill 1780, that would ing a change to the law, the committee has not yet made any
have changed the definition of a salvage vehicle by removing formal recommendations. We expect that at the conclusion of
the requirement that the vehicle be a late model vehicle. A late our work, there will not be an endorsement to make a change
model vehicle is a vehicle of the current year, or previous five to the law. That does not mean that there will not be similar
years. Susan Gaston and I have been representing the Virginia legislation next year. The company urging a change in the law
Coalition of Motorcyclists (VCOM) on the committee. We have describes itself as a “provider of recycled original equipment
been clear in our stance that VCOM opposes these bills as they (OE) auto parts for cars and light-duty trucks requiring collision
would have an adverse effect on the ability to rebuild a totaled or mechanical repair.” In other words, they have a financial inmotorcycle and put it back on the road with a clean title. Many terest in creating more salvage vehicles. As such, it would not
times, older motorcycles are totaled due to cosmetic damage be surprising to see this bill again next year regardless of the
only; this is because of the lower value of many motorcycles decision made by the committee. VCOM was created to proas compared to cars. Under the proposed change in law, such tect the rider, and we believe that the proposed change to the
motorcycles would become salvage vehicles, where currently law would be detrimental to the Virginia rider. For that reason,
VCOM will continue to oppose it.
that would not necessarily be the case.

WHY WE MOTORCYCLISTS SHOULD NOT
WANT VIRGINIA TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION
OF A SALVAGE VEHICLE

By way of example, consider this situation. Mandy has been
riding her trusty 1992 Honda Nighthawk that she bought when
she first started riding. She has bought newer and larger bikes
but can’t part with her Hawk. She loves it. On the way home
from the annual VCOM legislative Roundtable (which this
year will be held in Richmond, Virginia on October 6th at 1:00
pm – venue to be determined) the driver of an SUV, who was
checking updates on Facebook, cuts Mandy off, forcing her to
take evasive action which causes the bike to go down. Both
Mandy and the bike have some scuffs and scrapes but are oth-

As usual, if you have any questions or comments concerning
this matter, or any other matters affecting motorcycling, please
do not hesitate to contact me. In the meantime, ride safe and
ride free.
Matt Danielson
McGrath, Danielson, Sorrell & Fuller
The Motorcycle Law Group
1-800-321-8968
Motorcyclelawgroup.com

RIDGE RIDER CABINS
COMFORT CABINS ON THE BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY

FOR MOTORCYCLISTS
Make your reservation now at:

www.ridgeridercabins.com
3615 Terry’s Mill Road, Meadows of Dan, VA 24120 w 910. 619.9087 w ridgeridercabins@gmail.com

Amenities And Extras:

QUEEN SIZE BED W/LINENS
BATHROOM WITH ENDLESS HOT-WATER SHOWER
SINK
MINI-FRIDGE
COFFEE POT W/ COFFEE
MOUNTAIN SPRING-FED WATER
SEATING NEXT TO NEAR-BY CREEK

w
w
w
w
w
w
w

A/C & CEILING FANS
CONCRETE PAD FOR MOTORCYCLES PARKING
PRIVATE FRONT PORCH W/ SEATING
FIRE PIT AND BENCHES
HORSESHOE AREA
GAS & FOOD WITHIN 7 MILES
SNACKS & DRINKS FOR SALE IN LOUNGE

BIG WALKER LOOKOUT * GRAYSON HIGHLANDS STATE PARK * CHATEAU MORRISETTE * BUFFALO MOUNTAIN ZIPLINES
MAYBRY MILL * NANCY’S CANDY CO. * BLUE RIDGE MUSIC CENTER * THE TOWN OF HILLSVILLE

